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Teaching School 
Mr Tulloch is still leading Key Stage 3 as an Assistant Head 
Teacher but also now leads the HOSTA team, Hazel Oak 
Specialist Teaching Alliance.

What is a Teaching School?
Hazel Oak was awarded Teaching School status as a result of 
our growing expertise in supporting local schools with the 
inclusion of pupils with additional needs. We also support 
teacher training and develop training and development 
opportunities for staff and more recently for parents. 

This status has attracted greater opportunities for our staff 
and therefore a wider range of opportunities for pupil 
outcomes in school. We work alongside the other special 
schools in Solihull and we now also link with Dickens Heath 
Community Primary School. See the new HOSTA website for 
more information and course you might like to try. This last 
term we ran BEAM and Makaton signing for parents.
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Welcome to new 
staff and new roles. 

Mrs Robinson has joined our 
team as our Deputy Head, 
Wednesday to Friday. 

Mrs Sing and Mrs Fitzmaurice 
have been appointed as 
Assistant Head Teachers and 
Mr Summerfield is our new 
Lower School Leader. We have 
also welcomed back Mrs 
Davies this term as Deputy 
Head, Monday to Wednesday. 

Mrs Johnson-Niles has joined 
us teaching Art and also Mrs 
Jones is supporting us in 
upper school.  

Social media alert! 

This term we had our safer 
internet day, which also 
highlighted that many pupils 
and families may not be fully 
aware of the dangers of social 
media sites such as You Tube 
and messaging sites. We will 
be further raising the profile of 
this at events in school next 
term. 

Log off for Spring 

Why not challenge your young 
people to more time away 
from the small screens this 
season? See how much fun 
they can have without the use 
of a phone or tablet. The 
weather is changing so there’s 
lots more on offer outside. 
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Philosophical Thinking 

We are now a fully fledged philosophy school where all pupils 
participate in Philosophy for Children on a weekly basis. We 
explore different ideas and concepts through discussion, turn 
taking, game playing and using different communication 
strategies. Class 4 successfully participated in a recent 
‘Philosothon’ with primary schools that met at Yardley Wood 
Juniors. They all did a brilliant job working with new people. 

Ask your young person what they have been discussing in 
their recent enquires.

Up for the challenge? 

Yes, of course we are. Hazel Oak pupils love a challenge! In 
our challenge week this term we saw CSI investigations made 
into computer games with coding and experienced a unique 
display of learning in our Egyptian fashion show. During 
challenge week we also took part in a peer to peer review, 
where external Head Teachers and an Ofsted inspector spent 
a day observing and reviewing behaviour for learning. Their 
report highlighted how the challenge curriculum supports a 
deeper understanding of the curriculum themes and allows all 
to engage in exciting learning beyond the classroom. 

Well done to all the pupils and staff !

Look out for letters this week outlining the next exciting 
immersion week activities to launch our summer themes. 

I have really enjoyed my first term as Head Teacher and I’m 
looking forward to seeing you all in the summer term.

�2

Dates for your diary 

There is plenty to look forward to 
in the Summer Term, so save 
these dates in your diary:  

• Tuesday 25th April ~ Family 
Forum Meeting to discuss 
social media challenges. All 
parents welcome. 

• Monday 1st May ~ School 
closed for Bank Holiday. 

• Thursday 4th May ~ School 
closed for elections. 

• Tuesday 9th - Friday 12th May 
~ Hollowford Residential for 
Class 5 pupils. 

• Friday 26th May ~ Break up for 
half term. 

• Monday 5th June ~ Return to 
School 

• Thursday 8th June ~ School 
closed for elections. 

• Thursday 6th July ~ Parents 
evening 4.30-7.00pm. 

• Friday 7th July ~ Transition 
morning 

• Wednesday 12th July ~ 
HOFFSTOCK  

• Wednesday 19th July ~ Full 
transition day. 

• Tuesday 25th July ~ End of 
term.


